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Dear Mr. Reeves: 

Comments on Ecorerion 6 Pilot Study 

With this letter, Tri-TAC wishes to submit comments on the Ecoregion 6 
Pilot Study. Tri-TAC is a statewide organization of local public agency 
representatives responsible for wastewater collection, treatment, disposal, and 
reclamation. Tri-TAC is jointly sponsored by the California Association of 
Sanitation Agencies, the California Water Environment Association, and the League 
of California Cities. 

We would like to begin our letter by stating our strong support for the site- 
specific focus of the proposed decision framework and scenario given on pages 132 
and 133 of the Pilot Study. We believe site-specific assessments are the most 
scientifically sound methodology for developing nutrient criteria, and we are pleased 
that this methodology is the proposed approach. We have significant questions and 
concerns, however, about how this decision framework will be implemented, which 
are outlined below by section of the document. 

I . 2  Overview of Pilot Project Approach 

The document states that the Pilot Project and the original RTAG strategy rely on 
“development of nutrient criteria using a weight of evidence approach that takes into 
account observed data, expert opinion, and simulation model results.’’ While a 
weight of evidence approach sounds reasonable, it is very unclear bow this will be 
implemented. The document should state explicitly that there will be a much greater 
emphasis on observed data than on simulation model results because of the 
uncertainty associated with model results and the lack of model validation. In 
addition, it is never stated how all the research and various numeric nutrient levels 
found in the course of the Pilot Study will be used. Will they be used to develop the 
“risk ranges” as part of the decision framework scenario? If the research is to be 
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